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Obedience 
 

I Samuel 15:22 
And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 

obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken 

than the fat of rams. 

 

� Half-hearted obedience (humoring the preacher) 

- II Kings 13:15-19 

15.  And Elisha said unto him, Take bow and arrows. And he took unto him bow 

and arrows. 

16.  And he said to the king of Israel, Put thine hand upon the bow. And he put his 

hand upon it: and Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands. 

17.  And he said, Open the window eastward. And he opened it. Then Elisha said, 

Shoot. And he shot. And he said, The arrow of the Lord's deliverance, and the 

arrow of deliverance from Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till 

thou have consumed them. 

18.  And he said, Take the arrows. And he took them. And he said unto the king 

of Israel, Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed. 

19.  And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou shouldest have 

smitten five or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed it: 

whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice. 

 

� Lip service (doing your own thing anyway) 

- Matthew 15:8 

 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their 

lips; but their heart is far from me. 

- Australia Planted Grains Instead 

The Premier of Australia said that, when the Great War broke out, the Australian 

Commonwealth at once offered to do what they could to back Great Britain. They 

asked what was the most useful thing that they could do, and the reply came—

“Build us ships: we want ships.” 

 

The Australians did not build ships, so they smiled and began to till the fields, 

sow seed, and reap harvests to send food to the motherland. Grain was gathered, 

put into sacks, and brought down to the water’s edge to wait for the ships. But the 

ships never came. The mice got in, and then found their way into towns and 

villages and cities, carrying disease with them—a disease that attacked the eyes of 

many and blinded some. 

 

And all the time Great Britain said, “Ships! ships! ships!” 

  —A. Naismith, Tan’s Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations 

 

� Stubbornness and defiance 

- Story of the ship and the lighthouse 



©2009 Kelly 
ix. All rights reserved. 

 

� Faithful obedience, even when it doesn’t make sense 

 - W. B. Riley used to tell the story of a man who had walked the streets of 

Philadelphia searching for employment. One day he happened to go into the 

office of a well-known businessman by the name of Girard. When he asked for a 

job, Mr. Girard answered, “Yes, I can give you work. See that pile of bricks out 

there? Carry them over to the other end of the yard and stack them up.” 

 

By nightfall the man reported that the project was completed and received his pay. 

When asked if there would be more work the next day, his employer said, “Yes, 

come in tomorrow and carry those same bricks back to where you found them.” 

The following morning he came in early and got busy without a word. For more 

than a week he was instructed to carry bricks back and forth until it was evident 

that he could be trusted to do exactly what he was told. 

 

Then he was given a new and bigger responsibility—to go downtown and bid on a 

large quantity of sugar. Not recognizing him, the people at the auction were 

surprised by the bid of this total stranger. When it was accepted, the auctioneer 

asked who would pay the bill. “Mr. Girard,” the man replied. “I am his agent.” He 

had earned this position by being faithful in a menial task. 

 —Our Daily Bread, Tan’s Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations 

 

� God gives the Holy Ghost to those who truly obey Him 

Acts 5:32 

And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God 

hath given to them that obey him. 


