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His Presence 
 

Ephesians 4:17-19 
17.  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 

Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, 

18.  Having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the 

ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart: 

19.  Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto lasciviousness, to work all 

uncleanness with greediness. 

 

Ephesians 4:17-19, World English Bible 
17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you no longer walk as the rest of the 

Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,  

18 being darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of God, because of the 

ignorance that is in them, because of the hardening of their hearts;  

19 who having become callous gave themselves up to lust, to work all uncleanness with 

greediness. 

 

Being “past feeling” is a dangerous spiritual condition that leads to insensitivity and, 

eventually, to death; we must always seek the intensity of His presence. 

 

• The Scripture often paints an intensely emotional picture as it describes man’s search 

for the presence of God. 

Psalm 42:1-2 

1.  As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 

2.  My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before 

God? 

Psalm 63:1-2 

1.  O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh 

longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 

2.  To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 

Psalm 63:8a 

My soul followeth hard after thee… 

 

• The greatest desire of David’s life was the presence of God 

Psalm 27:4, 8 

4.  One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the 

house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to 

inquire in his temple. 

8.  When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, will I 

seek. 

 



©2009 Kelly 
ix. All rights reserved. 

His Presence 

2 of 2 

• Achieving material success alone cannot satisfy; it only leaves the soul empty if there 

is not a genuine relationship with God to accompany it 

Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, Living Bible 
1.  I said to myself, “Come now, be merry; enjoy yourself to the full.” But I found that 

this, too, was futile. For it is silly to be laughing all the time; what good does it do? 

3.  So, after a lot of thinking, I decided to try the road of drink, while still holding 

steadily to my course of seeking wisdom. Next I changed my course again and 

followed the path of folly, so that I could experience the only happiness most men 

have throughout their lives. 

4.  Then I tried to find fulfillment by inaugurating a great public works program: 

homes, vineyards, gardens, parks and orchards for myself, and reservoirs to hold the 

water to irrigate my plantations. 

7.  Next I bought slaves, both men and women, and others were born within my 

household. I also bred great herds and flocks, more than any of the kings before me. I 

collected silver and gold as taxes from many kings and provinces. In the cultural arts, 

I organized men's and women's choirs and orchestras. And then there were my many 

beautiful concubines. 

9.  So I became greater than any of the kings in Jerusalem before me, and with it all I 

remained clear-eyed, so that I could evaluate all these things.  

10.  Anything I wanted, I took, and did not restrain myself from any joy. I even found 

great pleasure in hard work. This pleasure was, indeed, my only reward for all my 

labors. 

11.  But as I looked at everything I had tried, it was all so useless, a chasing of the 

wind, and there was nothing really worthwhile anywhere. 

 

• Where, then, can true joy and fulfillment be found? 

Psalm 16:11, $KJV 
You will show me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; At Your right 

hand are pleasures forevermore. 

 

• However, if separation has been caused by sin, coming into His presence can be 

painful 

John 3:20, $KJV 
For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his 

deeds should be exposed. 

 

• For those who come to His presence, God promises cleansing and rest 

Isaiah 1:18, $KJV 

“Come now, and let us reason together,” says the Lord, “Though your sins are like 

scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they shall be 

as wool.” 

 

 


